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  October 2004 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Trial Of Metal 
It was a beautiful Labor Day Monday.  We left Des Moines, Iowa early, anticipating a nice 550-mile drive 
to Oklahoma City where we planned to spend the night.  We reached the edge of Wichita, and decided to 
stop for dinner.  As I approached the tollbooth, we had to stop for a vehicle 
ahead of us.  When I tried to move forward to pay my toll, the vehicle 
refused.  We pushed the van  through the tollbooth, and discovered 
that the transmission had failed.  After 2 ‘wonderful’ days in Wichita, we 
were back on the road, but it cost us almost $2,700 to get going again.  We 
Need Your Help.  Our home church gave $1,000 towards this need, for 
which we are thankful; but … --  Maybe you can help!?  Thanks so much for your prayers for our safety. 
 
Trial Of Medicine  
Dad came back to the States in September for his next round of tests to follow–up on his cancer.  The 
prognosis was not good – cancer has developed on his remaining kidney.  He has undergone treatment, 
and the doctors are optimistic, but he will have to stay in the U.S. for 7 months until they can decide if the 
cancer is still spreading.  Please pray for Dad and Mom: they are still trusting God, but are also weary 
with the setback in Dad’s health. 
 
Trial Of Maturity 
Some really good-news from Kenya has come through my parents  --  the church problems we have 
faced for the past several years have gotten worse.  WHAT A BLESSING.  Well, the good part is that the 
men of the church have come to Dad and told him that they were wrong and Dad and I were right about 
the source of those problems.  They admitted that they did not tell the whole truth because they thought it 
was best to withhold some things for the good of the church.  Now, they are ready to tell the WHOLE 
truth, which will allow us to do the RIGHT thing.  I am confident that this new desire to do the right thing 
will bring about some positive changes in the ministry.  Pray for these men, and their pastor (me), as we 
deal with these problems, that God will be pleased with the final outcome. 
 
For souls in Kenya, 

  Doug and Donna 
 


